Field Naturalists (ul of 
Ballarad suman 


APRIL 1997 


EXCURSION - NEWS SHEET 


Meeting : Apr 4 Ms Margaret O’Toole : Marine Biology 
Meeting : May 2 DrN Schleiger : Geology of the Western 
Highway 


Excursion: Apr6 Barwon Heads Rock Platforms : 
Mr John Gregurke 

Excursion: May3 Geology. of the Western Highway : 
Dr N Schleiger (Saturday excursion) 


President: Mr G Binns Meetings are held at the Art Building, 


Secretary: Mr L Fink School of Mines and Industries, Lydiard 
Treasurer: Mr J Gregurke St South, commencing at 7.30 pm. 
Editor: Mr A Dyson Excursions commence from the corner 
of Sturt and Armstrong Sts., Ballarat, at 
Postal Adress: 9.30 am for full-day excursions or at 1.30 


PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350. pm for half-day excursions. 


FIELD REPORTS 


Carol Hall - at Cradle Mountain in Tasmania - Black Currawongs, 
Orange-bellied Parrot, Brush Wattlebird, Yellow-throated Honeyeater, 
Green Parrots and Beautiful Firetails. 


Ken Hammond - European Wasp catching caterpillars of the White 
Cabbage Butterfly in his vegetable garden in Wendouree. 


Clare Dalman - late appearance of lorikeets this year - few have been 
seen so far - presumably due to the fact that there has been little 
blossom to attract them. 


Greg Binns - with reference to the BOP Watch (National survey of our 
birds of prey) - counts taken over large areas have been fairly low. 
Greg also reported on the very dry conditions about the Warby 
Ranges - 2 goannas were seen in the area. 


FIELD REPORTS 


Alan Morrison handed in some of his observations - at Lake 
Wendouree the white starling is still present around View Point. 2 
Royal Spoonbills seen on the edge in front of the new playground. 
Alan saw only 3 Crested Grebe chicks from the 5 good nests near the 
old Tram Sheds site. They were seen by the main reed bank early in 
March. Alan also reported the presence of Musk, Purple-crowned and 
Little Lorikeets in a Eucalyptus Ficifolia at home in February. At Point 
Lonsdale on the 20 February he sighted over 30 Red Wattlebirds 
busy about the lighthouse. No sign of the Singing Honeyeaters that 
have always been there. 4 Sooty Oystercatchers were seen on the 
rocks below the lighthouse. At Cundare Pool late in February - a 
Pacific Heron in breeding plumage on a small pool on the north side 
of the channel. Also 2 Brolgas and still plenty of Mountain Ducks 
about. 


Apologies to Alan concerning his report on the Peregrine Falcon 
reported in the March Newsletter. The dead falcon was picked up 
near Shelford (not Ararat). The banders in Melbourne have noted the 
exact location. 


DIARY DATES 


Tuesday 22 April - Committee meeting at 
(Carol Hall) at 7.30 pm. 


April 30 - deadline for booking deposit for VFNCA Skills Workshop at 
Bacchus Marsh on September 29 to October 5. Booking slips and 
details are available from Pat Murphy or Greg Binns 
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AWARD OF CLUB MEDALLION 


At the Annual General Meeting in March an Award of Merit was 
presented to John E Gregurke. In announcing and presenting the 
award, President Greg Binns congratulated John as a most worthy 
recipient, referring to John’s outstanding service to the club during the 
past decade. This has included terms as President, Secretary and 
Committee member, involvment in planning of programmes, 
organization of workshops and Camp-out excursions, representation 
on outside committees, involvement in club projects, preparation of 
submissions and secretarial services. Further, John has always been 
most willing to share his knowledge and experience of natural history 
with members. 


The presentation was made with acclamation from members present. 


NEWLYN RESERVOIR EXCURSION Sunday. 16 March, 1997 


Enroute to Newlyn Reservoir we detoured through the 
Creswick forest burnt by fire in January. North of the White 
Swan Reservoir the hot fire burnt all the understorey. Only two 
months since the fire, grasses, mat rush and wattles are 
growing from underground roots. Epicormic shoots are 
sprouting from the trunks of Eucalypts. Rain will be necessary 
to stimulate germination of seed lying in the ash bed. 


The water level at Newlyn Reservoir was 2 metres below 
the weir. This left wide verges which supported growth of 
swamp plants. There were dense patches of Swamp 
Stonecrop, Crassula helmsii, sedges and rushes _ included 
bulrush. A mat of a Lobelia was flowering and masses of soldier 
beetles and bees were feeding on nectar from the flowers. 
Many Blue Wrens were feeding in the strip between high and 
present water lines. Water birds swimming around included 
Swans, 3 Pelicans, Little Pied Cormorants, Black Duck, Musk 
Duck and Little Grebe. At the water's edge there were many 
Chestnut-breasted Shelduck, Magpie Larks, Little Ravens and a 
White-faced Heron. 


The sun could not break through the overcast sky and 
the breeze blowing over the water was cold. We decided to 
return to Slatey Creek to look for bush birds and have tea in the 
shelter of the forest. Although the dull light made it difficult to 
observe colours on birds we quickly identified a dozen species. 
White-naped Honeyeaters were numerous, a Golden Whistler 
was. colourful and Grey Fantails were inquisitive. Small 
Silvereyes, Brown Thornbills and White-browed Scrubwrens 
flitted through the undergrowth while we had tea. Foxes had 
marked tussock grass with droppings containing blackberry 
seeds. Blackberry growing near the creek had large, succulent 
fruit. JG 


WORKING FOR THE EARTH - NEW SOUTH WALES 


Waste is fast becoming one of the major environmental issues of the 
1990s. With many Australian cities and towns running out of landfill 
space there is an urgent need for waste reduction. The Earth Works 
program is a positive response to this crisis. It is a community based 
environmental education and outreach program that uses a “peer 
education” approach to empower community members. The focus is 
on the knowledge, attitudes, values and skills needed to reduce, 
reuse, recycle and compost much of all of a household’s waste. 
Participants take a 25 hours training program and the communication 
skills and knowledge developed during the course give participants 
the confidence to share their knowledge and skills with others in the 
community. This outreach can take many forms, including regular 
demonstrations of waste reduction techniques such as composting 
and worm farming, presentations to community groups and schools, 
waste reduction campaigns in the workplace, stalls at fetes and 
festivals, newspaper columns and regular spots on community radio. 


Earth Works was set up by the NSW Environment Protection 
Authority and the courses are run in local communities, usually with 
the assistance of Local Government. The first courses started in 
1993. An estimated 32,000 people have had waste reduction skills 
passed on to them by over 200 graduates of these courses. The ACT 
government has announced plans to establish an Earth Works 
program as part of its new waste management strategy. 


(Summary of an article published in the February 1997 edition of 
Habitat published by the Australian Conservation Foundation) 


The Helmeted Honey-eater is a Victorian faunal 
emblem and one of the State's rarest animals. 


“1 Black-headed Gull 


Leadbeater’s Possum 


Mammals Found in the Ballarat Area. No17 


Heath Rat Pseudomys shortridgii. 
Order Rodentia, Sub Order Myomorpha, Family 
Muridae. 


Mature Australian Heathlands are unproduct- 
ive environments, but the fires that frequently 
raze them release nutrients stored in the veget- 
ation, the Heath Rat (and other members of the 
genus Pseudomys), are able to exploit this eph- 
emeral habitat and much of their natural history 
reflects this ecological role. 

The Heath Rat occurs almost exclusively in rec- 
ent burnt, species-rich, dry heathland in south 
western Victoria, having disappeared from W.A. 
where it was first found. It colonises patches 
of suitable heathland when the initial flush of 
growth provides adequate cover and disappears 
when important food species and productivity de- 
clines, because of this the species requires a 
mosaic of differing maturity, but the advent of 
Buropeans has reduced the size of these patches 
consequently thr Heath Rat has disappeared from 
much of it's area. 

Tt breeds in the late spring and summer when 
animals are eating flowers, seeds and berries 1 
to 2 litters of 3 young are produced in season, 
at the end of summer these animals switch to 
stems,leaves of grasses, sedges and lilies. 
Following the onset of autumn rains they eat the 
fruiting bodies of truffle like fungi which 
persist until flowers and seeds become available. 
Their status is rare, limited, there are no sub 
species. It is doubtful if there are any in 


the Ballarat area now. 


Elfin. 


